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Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1971.  For  the  greater  part  of  this  time  Dr.  Imrie  was  Medical 
Officer  and  I  was  appointed  in  October,  1971* 

Vital  Statistics 


There  has  been  a  rise  in  the  population.  The  Standardised  Birth  Rate 
20.0  is  well  above  the  National  Rate  of  16.0.  It  is  most  satisfactory  to 
note  that  no  still  births  occurred  and  that  there  was  only  one  death  of  an 
infant  under  the  age  of  one  year.  This  reflects  a  very  high  standard  of 
medical  care  for  infants  and  mothers.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  8 
(National  Rate  18) . 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate  was  10,5  which  is  below  the  National  Rate 
of  11.6. 

With  regard  to  the  table  of  causes  of  death  there  was  a  welcome  drop 
in  the  deaths  for  lung  cancer  but  a  rise  in  intestinal  cancer.  The  association 
of  excessive  cigarette  smoking  with  lung  Cancer  is  well  known.  Recent 
research  has  shown  that  intestinal  cancer  is  much,  more  prevalent  in  countries 
with  a  high  standard  of  living  and  it  is  thought  that  the  concentrated  low 
residue  diets  prevalent  in  such  countries  may  be  a  factor  in  the  development 
of  cancer. 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  number  of  people  dying  of  stroke  and  artero  - 
sclerosis  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  in  the  deaths  from  pneumonia. 

There  were  no  other  significant  changes  from  the  previous  year. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  was  the  most  frequently  notified  disease.  It  occurred  in 
a  mild  form  and  gave  no  cause  for  anxiety. 

Environmental  Health 

Full  details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  but 
I  should  like  to  comment  on  one  or  two  items; 

Improvement  Grants  -  It  is  encouraging  that  people  are  taking  advantage  of  these 
grants  to  modernise  their  homes.  Not  only  do  they  obtain  modern  amenities  to 
bring  their  living  standards  up  to  a  1972  level,  but  many  picturesque  buildings 
which  are  a  part  of  Woodbridge  are  saved.  There  are  still  many  householders  who 
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could  qualify  for  an  Improvement  Grant  and  we  hope  that  many  more  members 
of  the  Public  will  call  in  and  ask  for  further  information  about  such  grants. 

Pail  Closets  -  The  battle  of  the  Pail  Closets  has  nearly  been  won  and  I 
hope  that  when  I  write  next  year’s  Annual  Report  I  shall  be  able  to  record 
that  no  pail  closets  remain  in  the  town.  In  1972  pail  closets  are  not  only 
anachronism,  but  they  represent  a  very  serious  danger  to  health,  especially 
when  they  are  situated  in  a  densly  populated  area  like  oodbridge . 


In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  support 
since  I  came  to  Woodbridge. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Snowden, 
for  the  able  and  conscientious  way  in  which  he  has  performed  his  many 
duties,  and  to  the  Clerk,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  other  members  of  the 
staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


K.M.  HARDING, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  .  1112  acres  Population  .  7400 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  2606  Product  of  New 

Penny  Rate  £2346. 
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Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

58 

56 

114 

Nil 

5 

5 

119 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  16.  1 
Area  Comparability  Factor  1.24 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  (Crude  Rate  x  1.24)  =  20.  0 
Birth  Rate  England  &  Wales  16.  0 


Still  Births  Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  &  Wales  per  1000 
Total  live  and  still  births  12 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year  of  Age 

1  male  illegitimate  child 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  (deaths  under  1  year 

per  1000  live  births)  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  England  &  Wales  18 

Deaths  At  All  Ages 


Male 

44 

Female 

40 

Total 

84 

Crude 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

11.  4 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

.92 

Standardised  Death  Rate  (Crude  Rate  x  .92)  10.  5 

Death  Rate  England  &  Wales  11.  6 
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Causes  of  Death 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Other  Endocrine,  etc,  diseases 
Meningitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebro-vascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  &  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 
Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  Other  Accidents 


Male  Female 


2 

3 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

17 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 


1 

4 

1 

2 


4 

1 


1 

8 

3 

7 

3 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


Total  Total 

M  1270 


3 
7 

4 
2 

mm 

1 

1 

5 
1 
1 


2 

25 

4 

10 

6 

2 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

30 

2 

20 

6 

1 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


4 


Total 


104 


Deaths  1971 

Breakdown  by  Age  Groups 

Male  Female  Total 

mmmmmmrnmmmmtm 


Under  4  weeks 
4  weeks  to  1  year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  -  24  years 
25-34  years 
35  -  44  years 
45  -  54  years 
55-54  years 

65  -  74  years 
75  and  over 
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1  1 


1-1 
1  p  3 

10  6  16 

12  3  15 

20  28  48 

44  40  84 


Infectious  Diseases 


Notifications  Received 


1 

1 

5 

10 

21 

25 

4£ 

& 

under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

££2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

14 

24 

44 

64 

over 

unknown 

Total 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

— 

2 

4 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  , 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

1 

i 

1 

3 

12 


Monthly  Notifications 

Jan  pob  liar  A  pi  May  Jne  Jly  Aug  Sept  Oct  Noy  Dec 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fe^er  1  11 

Whooping  Cough  -  -  - 

Measles  -  1  - 


2  3  -  -  -  - 

1-1  -  -  - 


Total 


8 

1 

3 
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Vaccinations  and  Immunisations 


Primary  Boosters  and 

Courses  Re -vaccination 


D ipht her ia/ T  et anus/P  ertus  sis 

51 

8 

D  ipht  her  ia/  T  e  t  anus 

6 

153 

Tetanus 

4 

95 

Poliomyelitis  Salk 

1 

- 

Poliomyelitis  Sabin 

60 

203 

Measles 

30 

- 

Rubella 

61 

- 

Smallpox 

33 

8 
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ENV IR OMENTAL  HE/JLTH  SECTION 

by  tho 

Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


Statistics  for  1971 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  including  516  Council-owned 
dwellings  according  to  the  Rate  Books  at  31st  March,  1972.  2606 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2.84 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  18 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  or  Housing 
Associations  during  the  year  m 

Total  of  post-war  Council  houses  completed  to  31.12.71  461 

Number  of  Improvement  Grant  applications  approved  in  1971 s— 

a)  Discretionary  (i)  Owner-occupied  properties  -  4 

(ii)  Tenanted  properties  -  3 

b)  Standard  (i)  Owner-occupied  properties  -  9 

(ii)  Tenanted  properties  -  8 

Total  24 

General  Inspection 

a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  for  all  purposes  109 

b)  Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  some  respect  71 

c)  Number  occupied  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  or  Clearance  Orders 

had  been  made  Nil 

Housing  Repairs  Instigated 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action  22 

Number  of  Scheduled  ( 1955) unfit  houses  rendered  fit  4 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Clearance  Orders  made  Nil 

t 

Individually  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  1971  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

previously  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  9 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  or  part  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  (Secs.  16  &  1$  Housing  Act,  1957)  Nil 

Number  of  informal  undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  7 

Number  of  families  re-housed  from  unfit  dwellings  5 
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House  Improvement  Grants 


statistical  section  of"  this  Report*  However,  i 

details  of  the  thirty  improvement  schemes  which 
as  follows 


were  completed  during  the  year, 


Discretionary  Grants 

Two  owner— occupied  and  seven  tenanted  dwellings  were  improved 
with  the  aid  of  this  type  of  grant,  which  averaged  £691. 

Standard  Grants 

Twenty-one  dwellings,  comprising  fourteen  owner-occupied  and 
seven  tenanted  premises,  were  provided  with  the  following 
total  number  of  amenities 

18  fixed  baths  or  showers  in  a  bathroom 
18  wash  hand  basins 
9  sinks 

21  hot  and  cold  water  supplies 
17  internal  water  closets 

The  above schemes  included  six  new  bathroom  extensions  and 
one  dwelling  where  the  outbuildings  were  converted  to  form  a 
bathroom. 

The  average  grant  paid  per  house  was  approximately  £230. 

Qualification Certificates 

Five  Certificates  were  applied  for  and  issued  by  the  Council  to  landlords  of 
improved  dwellings  to  enable  the  controlled  tenancies  to  be  regulated,  leading 

to  a  phased  rent  increase  after  the  registration  of  a  new  and  fair  rent  with 
the  Rent  Officer. 


Compulsory  Improvement  of  Dwellings 

During  the  year,  no  tenant  asked  the  Council  to  take  action  to  compel  their 
landlord  to  modernise  the  property  which  they  occupied. 


Pail  Closet  Conversions 

The  number  of  pail  closets  converted  to  water-borne  sanitation  during  1971  was 

16,  which  figure  includes  6  properties  connected  to  the  town's  sewerage  svstem 
for  the  first  time.  y 

Nine  Statutory  Notices  were  served  on  properties  requiring  their  owners  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  conversion  work. 
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Septic  Tanks/C ess poo Is 


One  septic  tank  and  one  cesspool  were  abolished  during  the  year  by  direct 
connections  of  the  properties  to  the  public  sewer 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

No  formal  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  in  respect  of  any  premises 
let-in— lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one  family. 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Conditions 

(i)  Sixty— six  complaints  were  received  from  embers  of  the  public  during  1971 
and  included  such  items  as  choked  and  defective  drainage,  accummulations  of 
refuse,  offensive  smells,  overflowing  septic  tanks,  leaking  eavesgutters  and 
downpipes,  dampness,  condensation  and  mould  growth;  housing  defects  as  well  as 
many  notifications  of  rats,  mice, wasps  and  other  insect  pests. 

(ii)  Fourty** two  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  to  either  abate  a 
nuisance  or  secure  essential  repairs.  Thirty-seven  notices  were  complied  with 
during  the  year. 

(iii)  Reasonable  co-operation  was  obtained  from  landlords  and  their  managing 
Agents. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

Eighteen  premises  are  licenced  to  store  a  total  of  45,900  gallons  of  petroleum 
spirit  in  the  Urban  District. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Number  of  premises  treated  during: 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

a)  Dwelling  houses  - 

97 

92 

76 

51 

55 

b)  Other  premises  - 

30 

39 

15 

Nil 

2 

Total  treatments  carried  out  - 

282 

280 

289 

119 

103 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

a)  Premises  disinfested 

1 

Nil 

3 

2 

2 

b)  Wasp  nests  destroyed 

195 

33 

169 

132 

77 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


(i)  Twelve  samples  of*  drinking  water  were  collected  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  comprising  four  samples  from  the  two  remaining 
wells  serving  properties  where  the  occupants  had  no  alternative  supply, 
and  eight  from  various  mains  taps  throughout  the  district. 

(ii)  All  the  samples  of  Town  water  were  quite  satisfactory. 

(iid)  The  two  wells  still  in  use  and  serving  four  occupied  cottages 
continued  to  produce  an  acceptable  supply. 

(iv)  During  the  year  the  Ipswich  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  kindly 
submitted  details  from  eleven  reports  on  routine  bacteriological 
water  sampling  in  the  district.  All  were  satisfactory. 


River  Deben  Sampling 

.Li.s  requested  last  year,  samples  of  water  were  collected  from  the  River  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Dock  and  Ryson  Point  and  examined  bacteriologically. 
The  results  indicated  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  bacteria  of 

intestinal  origin  though  no  disease  producing  organisms  were  isolated  in 
any  of  the  samples. 


Model  Yacht  Pond 

During  the  year  three  checks  were  made  on  the  quality  of  the  River  water 
in  the  pond.  No  salmonella  organisms  were  isolated  from  any  of  the  samples. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


The  number  of  premises  in  Woodbridge  in  which  food  of  one  kind  or  another 
is  sold  to  the  public  is  69. 


The  following  gives  a  breakdown  of  the  type  of  food  premises 

Bakers  . 

Butchers  . 

Confectioners  . 

Delicatessens  ...  ... 

Departmental  Stores 

Fish  Merchants  . 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . . . 

Greengrocers,  Fruiterers  . 

Grocers  (including  small  general  stores)  . 

Licensed  Premises  (hotels,  public  houses,  off-licences 
Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 
Supermarkets,  Food  Halls 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1 

7 
10 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

14 

16 

8 
2 
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Food  Inspection 


During  the  year  the  following  items  were  inspected,  found  to  he  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  condemned,  under  the  ’voluntary  surrender’  procedure 

12  tins  Chicken  with  Rice,  weighing  14  lbs.  10  ozs. 

22  tins  Beef  or  Chicken  Curry  with  Rice,  weighing  26  lbs.  13  ozs. 

4  stone  Smoked  Cod  Fillets 
8  lbs.  8  ozs.  Beef 
18  lbs.  Tinned  OxeTongues 
10  lbs.  8  oz.  Pork 
4  lbs.  Bacon 

10  Packets  French  Cheese  weighing  3  lbs.  12  ozs. 

Total  weight  =  1  cwt.  30  lbs.  3  ozs. 

A  total  of  nine  Certificates  were  issued  to  the  four  food  businesses  who 
voluntarily  surrendered  the  above  food  for  destruction. 

Note  s  The  above  amount  is  again  very  small  in  comparison  with  the  total 
quantity  of  food  sold  in  the  district. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.  I960  &  1962 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets.  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations.  1966 

Thirty-eight  food  premises  or  mobile  foodshops  received  an  inspection  during  the 
year.  Informal  action  was  taken  wherever  items  were  found  to  require  attention. 

No  serious  contravention  was  noted  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
during  1971. 


Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 

A  single  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  alleging  the  sale  of  a  jar  of 
coffee  containing  a  fly. 


Sale  of  Unfit  or  Unsound  Food 


Three  complaints  were  received  and  two  were  found  to  be  justified  and  the 
appropriate  investigations  were  carried  out  to  prevent  a  recurrance  of  the 
incidents. 
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Ice-Cream 


The  total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Dru^s 

^ct,  1955,  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  was  18,  at  the 
end  of  the  year .  , 

Three  premises  are  also  registered  under  this  Section  for  the  manufacture 
of  sausages  or  the  preparation  of  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


Type 

On. . 

Register 

Inspections 

Defects 

Remedied 

Factories 

Power 

without 

1 

i 

Factories 

Power 

with 

53 

8 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

34 

8 

1 

3 

3 

Outworkers  on  Register  -  Two 


National  Assistance  Act  1948 

No  statutory  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  found  necessary  during 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

No.  of 

Total 

No.  of  registered 

premises  newly 

No.  of 

premises  receiving 

CLASS  of  Premises 

registered 

registered 

a  general  inspection 

during  the  year 

premises  at 

during  the  year 

31.12.71 

OFFICES 

2 

42 

2 

RETAIL  SHOPS 

10 

75 

10 

WHOLESALE  SHOPS , WAREHOUSES 

1 

3 

Nil 

CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

OPEN  TO  PUBLIC 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

CANTEENS 

FUEL  STORAGE  DEPOTS 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

13 

133 

12 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to 
registered  premises  under  the  Act  =  94 


Note ;  "Registered  premises”  means  any  premises  in  respect  of 
which  a  notice  under  Section  49  of  the  Act  has  been 
received  by  the  local  authority  ...  and  the  expression 
"premises  registered"  shall  be  construed  accordingly. 

"General  inspection"  means  any  inspection  of  premises  to 
which  the  Act  applies  which  is  undertaken  for  the 
purposes  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the  relevant  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  instruments  thereunder  are  complied  with  as 
respects  those  premises. 
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b)  Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises; 


CLASS  of  Workplace 

No.  of  Persons  Employed 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

i 

1970 

.w'Xa**’ 

1971 

OFFICES 

269 

280 

289 

330 

331 

320 

RETAIL  SHOPS 

321 

328 

341 

328 

325 

323 

WHOLESALE  SHOPS , WAREHOUSES 

42 

21 

22 

26 

16 

23 

CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

42 

42 

48 

70  ; 

70 

70 

CANTEENS 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  i 

Nil 

Nil 

FUEL  STORAGE  DEPOTS 

9 

9 

9 

Nil 

. 

'  Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

683 

680 

709 

754 

% - 

744 

736 

TOTAL  MALES 

313 

302 

314  ■ 

339 

328 

324 

"  FEMALES 

370 

378 

395 

415 

416 

. 

412 

c)  Analysis  of  Contraventions: 


Section 

> — - j 

Number  of  Contraventions  Found 

4 

Cleanliness 

6 

6  (4) 

"Provision  of  thermometer 

6 

8 

Natural  and  artificial  lighting 

5 

9 

Items  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences 

3 

10 

Items  relating  to  washing  facilities 

10 

12 

Accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing 

3 

15 

Eating  facilities  in  shop  premises 

2 

16 

Condition  of  floors,  stairs  and  passages 

4 

24 

Provision  of  first-aid  facilities 

9 

50 

No  Abstract  of  the  Act  displayed 

7 

« 

Total 

55 
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d)  Reported  Accidents 


Two  accidents  we re  notified  during  the  year. 

The  first  occurred  in  office  premises  when  a  male  employee  injured  his 
foot  when  working  in  the  boiler  room  attached  to  the  offices  by  accidentally 
dropping  a  metal  pail  containing  clinker.  No  further  action  was  taken  in 
the  matter  following  an  investigation. 

The  second  accident  occurred  in  the  butchery  section  of  a  large  shop  when 
a  young  female  employee  using  an  unguarded  meat  tenderising  machine  caught 
and  injured  three  fingers  of  her  right  hand  in  the  machine.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  as  a  result  of  the  incident  and  her  employees 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  of  not  having  the  tenderising  machine  adequately 
fenced,  as  required  by  Section  17  of  this  legislation.  The  Company 
were  fined  £40.  and  ordered  to  pay  a  £10.  advocates  fee. 
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